
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 2019 - NEWSLETTER & WHAT’s ON  
PROSPECTS Window – In May we are displaying an Allotment Family Work Party, 
Discover Hyndburn Walks,  Explore Hyndburn Cycling Activities, a Gardening Club, 
Peel Park & Woodnook Vale Local Nature Reserves, PROSPECTS Annual General 
Meeting, Volunteering Opportunities and Woody. 

Pop along to chat to staff and find out more about PROSPECTS and our projects. 
We are OPEN Monday to Friday 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

The website is updated most Wednesdays so please 
check the website for any changes to the following.  
Posters are available via the Activities Page on the 

website. Use the QR Code to access the web page from 
your mobile phone.   

SPECIAL EVENTS 

The PROSPECTS Foundation Annual General Meeting  

The Annual General Meeting will take place at The Coach 

House, Rhyddings Park, Oswaldtwistle  

on Wednesday, 29th May 2019. 

There will be a walk around the Kitchen Garden and the Park 

prior to the AGM 

Details will be sent out via email to all members 
 

PROSPECTS MEMBERSHIP 
Show your support for PROSPECTS by becoming a member.   The PROSPECTS Foundation is 

Hyndburn’s main charity for protecting and enhancing the local natural environment.  Our charity 

exists to raise awareness of environmental issues and to help community groups and local people 

get involved in conservation work.  We’ve been around since 1998 and have involved hundreds of 

local people in a range of activities, including tree planting, improving the canal, community food 

growing, recycling and dry-stone walling. We will be celebrating our 21st Anniversary in 2019!   

View the Benefits of being a member HERE. 

http://www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk/uploads/Membership/Benefits_Oct17Revised%20(1).pdf


PHOTOGRAPHS FROM PROSPECTS ACTIVITIES HELD DURING APRIL 
2019 

Attending Accy Bike 
Fest 

  

Discover Hyndburn  
Walks –  

 

R Church Kirk and the 
fairy caves 

 

L –  Rishton canal and 
old railway line walk 

 
  

 

 

Basic Bike Maintenance Course 
with Go Velo.    

 

How to mend a puncture 

 

GrOwING Wild family WorkParty 
 

L. Picking rhuharb  
 

R. sowing wildflower seeds 
 

www.facebook.com/GrOwINGWILDCommunityAll

otment/ 
   

Preparing the veg 
patch at  GrOwING 

Wild family WorkParty 
 

 

Contact: Julie Livesey, 

Rewilding Hyndburnôs Green 

Spaces Coordinator, Tel: 01254 

230348 ext: #208 Mobile: 07799 

295233. 



HAD A W INDF ALL GR ANT?   PLEASE LET US HAVE 

PHOTOGR APHS OF YOUR W INDFALL FUNDED PROJECTS 

FOR THE JUNE EDITION  

FUNDING INFORMATION  

Mondays and Tuesdays in 
May 
 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

Come along and meet Alison to discuss your project 
and the community benefit Windfall Fund grants.  
Alison can also arrange visits for schools and 
community groups to the EnergieKontor Wind Farm 
on Oswaldtwistle Moor.   

 

 
 

 

WINDFALL FUNDED PROJECTS 
Windfall Fund Update 

It is exactly six  years since the Windfall Fund was launched and 
so far 125 projects have been funded - made up of 53 large grants, 
40 small grants and 32 mini grants and totalling over £535,000.  
25 funding rounds have been held and in the last round, held i n 
March, 3 new projects were funded - Hyndburn Arts Ltd for 
pollinator friendly planters in Oswaldtwistle, Friends of Arden 
Hall & The Coppice for a new pedestrian entrance (and associated 
planting) to the Local Nature Reserve and The PROSPECTS 
Foundation for a contribution towards a new Hyndburn woodland 
project.  
 
In terms of PROSPECTS six Themes of Sustainability the grants 
have been awarded as follows -  Improving Biodiversity - 40; Local 
Food - 35; Energy Efficiency - 10; Raising Environmental 
Awareness - 26; Sustainable Transport - 7; Waste & Recycling ð 7. 
 

 

 

In March we also hosted a visit to the wind farm for the pupils and parents of Peel Park Primary School, 
Accrington where they found out lots of interesting facts and figures - see photo attached.  
 

 
 

Monday or Tuesday 
 

1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 
WINDFALL FUND 

Contact Alison Silver to arrange a meeting to discuss your project and the community 
benefit Windfall Fund.   

Alison can also arrange visits for schools and community groups to the EnergieKontor 
Wind Farm on Oswaldtwistle Moor.  Year 7 funding is now in place.  Community groups 

requiring funding for their environmental projects can now apply. 
 

 

The next closing date is Friday 5th July 2019 at 12 noon 
Check the website for updates. 

 
Remember, applications for Mini Projects can be made at any time. 

 
The Windfall Annual report 2016-2017 – a celebration of the first five years is now available at PROSPECTS or 

can be viewed on line at  https://tinyurl.com/yce2efj7 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yce2efj7


 
REWILDING HYNDBURN’S GREEN SPACES PROJECT - Rewilding: Helping to 
create and enhance habitats for wildlife whilst providing natural resources to 
encourage organic practices on a range of Hyndburn community food growing 
sites.  Thanks to funding from the Big Lottery Fund Awards for All and The 
Windfall Fund the Rewilding project has been extended. until 31st August 2019.   
 

The project supports groups to improve local food growing sites and existing 
green spaces for the benefit of people and wildlife with activities such as 
planning a site, training in food growing and wildlife gardening, ideas for site 
activities, undertaking AQA Unit Awards and John Muir Awards, support for 
events and volunteering.  

 
 

If you would like support at a community allotment, open space, community 
group/centre, school or a place of faith to rewild a green space or for food 
growing please Contact: Julie Livesey, Rewilding Hyndburn’s Green Spaces 
Coordinator, Tel: 01254 230348 ext: #208 Mobile: 07799 295233.   
 
 

Email: Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk. 
 

http://www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk/projects-current/rewilding-spaces.html 
 

 

 

  

DUNKENHALGH WEIR 
 

Since the completion of work on Oakenshaw Weir, Dunkenhalgh Weir 
is the last remaining large weir on Hyndburn Brook which poses a 
barrier to fish migration. The weir is located next to a disused industrial 
site, formerly Holt Corn Mill, and it is believed that the weir provided 
an abstraction point for the mill to power the machinery.  More 
recently, it may have also provided water to the Rishton Paper Mill on 
the other side of Blackburn Road. 
 
In June 2019 construction will begin on a pool and traverse fish pass in 
the field adjacent to the weir. The project will provide an alternative 
route upstream for migratory species such as salmon and trout and 
should open up at least 11.1 km of habitat which has been accessible 
to a number species since the construction of the weir. It is expected 
that the work will be completed in August. 
 
Dunkenhalgh weir was selected as one of 14 priority targets by the 
Ribble Rivers Trust and their partners who are delivering a 3-year 
project entitled ‘Ribble Life Together’, which aims to raise awareness 
of the plight of our rivers and enable people to get involved in restoring 
them for the benefit of our wildlife and communities. The £3.2 million 
project is being funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, the 
Environment Agency and others. 

 
 

ribblelifetogether.org 
 

mailto:Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
http://www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk/projects-current/rewilding-spaces.html
http://ribblelifetogether.org/


 

VOLUNTEERING WITH PROSPECTS 
 

 
 



WHAT’S ON IN – MAY 2019 
May is ôWalk in the Woodsõ month  

so thr ee walks are included this month.   T wo are 

on woodland paths and tracks  and the thi rd is 

the AGM walk  

V o l u n t ee r i n g   &  A c t i v i t i e s  

Wednesday, 1st 
May 
10:00am to 
2:30pm 

HYNDBURN VOLUNTEER WORKPARTY with PROSPECTS  & The Canal and River Trust.  Would you 
like to meet new people, enjoy some healthy exercise in the great outdoors and make a difference 
to your local canal?  Our new Hyndburn Volunteer Work Party could just be the thing you are looking 
for.  Join the Canal & River Trust as we collaborate with PROSPECTS as we launch a NEW Hyndburn 
volunteer work party. The launch will take place alongside the Leeds/Liverpool Canal at Rishton 
Bridge No 108A, Hermitage Street, Rishton opposite the Canal Café. This Launch will be part of the 
first Hyndburn volunteer work party sessions and volunteers are needed. Tasks may include: Litter-
clearance, towpath repairs, vegetation management, plus much more….  Wear suitable clothing and 
footwear.  All tools, hi Vis and life-jackets will be provided.  For enquiries please contact:  Gary 
Wilkinson, Email: gary.wilkinson@canalrivertrust.org.uk  Tel: 07483 341954  

Tuesday, 7th May 
2019  
 
10:00am to 
12noon  
 

DISCOVER JACKHOUSE, OSWALDTWISTLE - This amble not a ramble to celebrate ‘Walk in the 
Woods’ month will start at The Library, 289 Union Road, Oswadtwistle BB5 3HS.  We will visiting 
the River Tinker, Town Bent and a tour of historic Jackhouse Nature Reserve including the weirs 
and wetland with time for a chat and to relax.  The walk is on public footpaths and tracks and there 
are a few small stiles.  This walk is not suitable for prams or trampers.  People should meet at 0950 
for a PROMPT 10:00am start.  Dogs are welcome on a lead.  Only one dog per walker though!  Please 
wear suitable clothing and footwear for the weather and this rural walk and bring along a drink of 
water.   The walks is for two hours and the distance will vary according to the speed of the walkers 
on the day. 
For more information email barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk  Contact mobile 07599 
106670.   
There is no parking at Jackhouse Nature Reserve – see details below 
http://www.jackhousenaturereserve.co.uk/visiting/#.XMbV0-hKjcs 

Tuesday 7th, 14th, 
21st and 28th May 

 
Monday, 13th and 
20th May 
 
10:30am to 
2:30pm approx. 

CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS – The Conservation Group will be carrying out practical conservation 
activities on various sites in Hyndburn.  Wear warm, old clothes and sensible, strong shoes or boots. 
Bring a packed lunch and waterproof clothing. We provide tools, gloves, materials and hot drinks.  
You provide Roger with a mobile number and he will text the details of the tasks and the meeting 
point in advance. 
Sessions take place at various locations on a Monday & Tuesday. Contact Roger Plum if you need 
the location for the conservation session.  For more information phone Roger Plum, 01254 230348, 
07974 626835 or email roger.plum@prospectsfoundation.org.uk 

Tuesday, 7th May 
 
10:00am to 
12noon 

GARDENING CLUB – Accrington Women’s Centre Gardening Club is a small friendly group that meet 
for a chat and a brew and to have a go at growing their own food and plants for the home, a garden 
or on a windowsill.   Free Seeds – sowing and growing cannages and how to how to compost and feed 

your soil for free.  They meet on the first Tuesday of every month at the Lancashire Women’s Centre, 
21-23 Blackburn Road, Accrington BB5 1LF.  For more information or a chat please contact Julie on 
07799 295233 or email Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk 

mailto:gary.wilkinson@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
http://www.jackhousenaturereserve.co.uk/visiting/#.XMbV0-hKjcs
mailto:roger.plum@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk


Friday 10th, 17th, 
24th, and 31st May 
 
10:00am to 
4:00pm approx. 
 

WOODY (Hyndburn’s woodland social enterprise).  A group of volunteers known as Woody do 
woodland management activities in various woodlands around the borough.  They work at The 
Coppice, Woodnook Vale & Whinney Hill green space areas.  Activities vary each month/season so 
please contact Mike to find out more about their planned activities.   As we’re into May we've 
finished felling so we'll be working with the wood instead, making things like bird boxes, planking, 
extracting timber, installing benches etc  
Anyone interested must book as volunteers need to wear appropriate PPE and we need to make 
sure enough tools are available to keep everyone active.  Any new helpers are welcome for any 
amount of time.   
You will acquire lots of woodland management skills volunteering with Woody and work with a 
friendly and helpful team of regular volunteers.  Bring lunch and wear appropriate outdoor clothing 
and footwear for the season and predicted weather.   
Contact Mike Stapleford (Social Enterprise Development): 01254 230348 Ext 205 or e-mail 
mike.stapleford@prospectsfoundation.org.uk  
Note: Woody (Hyndburn) C.I.C. is a small social enterprise helping to look after our local woodlands.  
Products and services are sold to support this work so if you would like to buy any of these natural 
local products please get in touch.    

 
Wednesday, 22nd 
May 2019  
 
10:00am to 
12noon  
 

DISCOVER ROTHWELL HEIGHTS, BEDLAM, GREEN HAWORTH AND HOLLINS WOOD to celebrate 
‘Walk in the Woods’ month.  A circular walk on hard track, road and public footpath through 
farmland.  Not suitable for prams, trampers or wheel chairs.   Excellent views, some local history 
and we will also walk along part of the old railway line that runs through Woodnook Vale Local 
Nature Reserve (part of the national Cycle Network).   This walk will be taken at a leisurely pace  to 
enable walkers to discover the area and with time for a chat and to relax.  This amble not a ramble 
will meet at King George V Playing Field, Royds Avenue, Accrington BB5 2LE at 09:50 for a 10:00am 
start.  Dogs are welcome but must be kept on a lead.   Only one dog per walker though!  Please wear 
suitable clothing and footwear for the weather and a rural walk and bring along a drink of water.  
There is no parking at the start so please use local street parking.  The walks is for two hours and 
the distance will vary according to the speed of the walkers on the day. 
For more information email barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk  Contact mobile 07599 
106670.   

Tuesday, 28th May 
9:30am – 11:30am 

BEGINNERS CYCLING LEVEL 1 - Get Cycling  For those who want to learn to ride a bike or are 
returning to cycling after a period away.  A Level 1 course is for those who are not very confident 
about their cycling abilities.  The Level 1 course is delivered in a safe traffic free environment.  Pick 
up the skills and knowledge you need to go down to the local park, or to take a trip out into the 
countryside.  We are able to provide bicycles so not having a bike doesn’t have to be an obstacle!  
Please check for bike availability when you book.  This course is fully funded by Connecting East 
Lancashire / Lancashire County Council and available to adults living, working, studying or 
volunteering in East Lancashire Hyndburn District who are aged 16 and above. 

How to Book – You must book on this course.  Places are limited so please book early.  For more 
information, TO BOOK, and venue details (Oak Hill Park, Accrington) email: -
barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk.  Information and directions to the venue will be 
supplied to people who book on the course.  You MUST be 16 years old or above and should not 
have taken this course before.  You will also be able to book via Eventbrite. 

Wednesday, 29th 
May 
9:30am to 
11:30am 

CYCLING - GAINING CONFIDENCE LEVEL 2 – Improver’s Cycling  For those who want to develop their 
confidence on a bike particularly in on-road scenarios.  This session is aimed at giving people the 
opportunity to cycle on-road (Level 2 skills) in a relaxed and enjoyable group environment.  If you 
wish to join the on-road Level 2 course you must either have completed Level 1 training or be 
confident you already have Level 1 skills.  We do check this before going out on the roads!  If you 
are unsure of your level, check the National Standards for Cycle Training syllabus at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-standard-for-cycle-training.  We are able to 
provide bicycles so not having a bike doesn’t have to be an obstacle!  Please check for bike 
availability when you book.  This course is fully funded by Connecting East Lancashire / Lancashire 
County Council and available to adults living, working, studying or volunteering in East Lancashire 
Hyndburn District who are aged 16 and above.  How to Book – see Tuesday, 28th May above. 

mailto:mike.stapleford@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-standard-for-cycle-training


Wednesday, 29th 
May 2019  
 
10:00am to 
12noon 
 

FAMILY WORKSHOP AT GROWING WILD - Fancy getting out in the fresh air and helping at Growing 
Wild Community Allotment in Baxenden planting the raised bed area and building a den?  All 
welcome, please bring wellies/boots and waterproofs.  Under age 16 accompanied by an adult 
please.  Contact for more information: Julie Livesey, Rewilding Hyndburn’s Green Spaces 
Coordinator, Tel: 01254 230348 ext: #208  Mobile: 07799 295233  Email: 
Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk 

Friday, 31st May 
9:30am to 
11:30am 

BASIC CYCLE MAINTENANCE at Oak Hill Park, in Accrington - FREE Basic Bike Maintenance 
covering: M- Check; Identifying wear and tear on a bike; How to mend a puncture; Adjusting brake 
blocks / levers; Gear indexing; Cleaning and lubrication of bike parts; Time for questions.  Great 
course to help you gain confidence to make minor adjustments whilst out on your bike.  Bring a bike 
and any tools you may wish to use, however all equipment is provided.  This course is fully funded 
by Connecting East Lancashire / Lancashire County Council and available to adults living, working, 
studying or volunteering in East Lancashire Hyndburn District who are aged 16 and above.  
You must book on this course.  Places are limited so please book early.  For more information, TO 
BOOK, and venue details email barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk.   
How to Book – see Tuesday, 28th May above. 

Friday, 31st May 
9:30am to 
11:30am 

KIDS LEVEL 1 CYCLING (RECAP AND FUN SESSION) –    Bikeability Level 1. The Level 1 programme 
is the most basic stage of Bikeability. It takes place in a safe space such as a school playground or 
other enclosed area, usually in groups of up to 12 children. They're taught to control and master 
their bikes away from traffic.  The venue is Oak Hill Park  tennis court, Accrington. 
How to Book – You must book children on to this course.  Places are limited so please book early.  
For more information, TO BOOK, and venue details  
email barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk.  Information and directions to the venue will 
be supplied to people who book on the course.  All children MUST be accompanied by an adult at 
all times.   How to Book – see Tuesday, 28th May above. 

Friday, 31st May 
2019 
1:00pm to 3:00pm 

FAMILY CYCLE RIDE -  Gain confidence and learn skills to cycle as a family with this free family cycling 
session.  A qualified instructor will lead the ride and teach you how to cycle with children using off- 
road, quiet routes and parks.  
How to Book – You must book yourself and children on to this course.  Places are limited so please 
book early.  For more information, TO BOOK, and venue details  
email barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk.  Information and directions to the venue will 
be supplied to people who book on the course.  All children MUST be accompanied by an adult at 
all times.   How to Book – see Tuesday, 28th May above. 

Next Month – Dates for your Diary 

Tues, 4th & 
Weds, 19th June 

TWO MORE óD ISCOVER HYNDBURN ô W ALKS including (4th) Martholme Viaduct, 
Gt Harwood and  (19th) The Coppice, Peel Park and Arden Hall area of Accrington. 

Weds, 5th June 
HYNDBURN VOLUNTEER WORKPARTY with PROSPECTS  & The Canal and River Trust.  
More towpath improvement work.  

June - Get 
Rolling during 
Bike Week 8 -16 
June 

Funded by Lancashire County Council who are working with Go Velo, a Lancashire based 

cycle training company we will offer the following adult cycle training courses:- Get 

cycling: For those who want to learn to ride a bike;  Improvers cycling: For those who 

want to develop their confidence on a bike;  Advanced cycling: For those confident 

cyclists who want further cycle skills and Cycle maintenance training and cycle rides..  

We have ladies bikes and electric bikes that people can use on cycle rides.  The courses 

will be similar to those run in May! 

mailto:Julie.livesey@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk
mailto:barbara.sharples@prospectsfoundation.org.uk


We would like to thank the following for funding and supporting projects at  
The PROSPECTS Foundation 

 

 
 

   
 

 PROSPECTS Environment Centre, 54 Broadway, Accrington BB5 1EW     
Tel: 01254 230348  

Email: info@prospectsfoundation.org.uk      www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk   
Facebook: ProspectsFoundation Twitter: @Prospects1998.  Tel: 230348 for more information.  

VOLUNTEERING 

Contact Roger Plum for details of Practical Conservation Volunteering at PROSPECTS 

and Mike Stapleford to Volunteer with Woody CIC.  Contact details are in the What’s 

On above. 

‘CONNECTING PEOPLE TO HYNDBURN’S NATURAL HERITAGE’ with ROGER PLUM funded by HERITAGE LOTTERY 

FUND - THIS PROJECT ENDED ON 31ST JANUARY 2019 
 

‘CONNECTING PEOPLE TO HYNDBURN’S NATURAL HERITAGE’  - Videos & Leaflet 
 

As the Crow Flies - https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/as-the-crow-flies-video-2018/ 
 

Hyndburn's Local Nature Reserves - https://youtu.be/OW3kIX1cZkI 
 

Exploring Peel Park and Woodnook Vale Local Nature Reserves leaflet 
LINK HERE 

 
 

 

http://www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/as-the-crow-flies-video-2018/
https://youtu.be/OW3kIX1cZkI
http://www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk/uploads/Activities2019Posters/EXPLORE%20PEEL%20PARK%20WOODNOOK%20BOOKLET%20pages.pdf

